




"We are building a police service that reflects Alberta, its people, its communities and 

its future," he said. 

Opposition NDP public safety critic David Shepherd questioned why Smith's 

government was moving forward with a provincial police force despite promising a 

possible referendum on the subject as early as next year. 

"On the one hand, they're saying we'll have a referendum. On the other hand, they're 

moving forward and not doing any consultation," Shepherd said. 

"They're making it up as they go along." 

Shepherd said creating a provincial police force was "a zombie idea" that Albertans 

have repeatedly spoken against, and criticized the government for "refusing to let it 

go." 

Ellis said earlier this year that Alberta has put aside $6 million this year to hire the new 

service's chief, senior staff and cover initial setup costs. 
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